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TO THE RIGHT 


Honourable, Sir I'vu1yv s 


Cz$Sar Maſter of the Rolles, 


and one of his Maieſties moſt 
Honourable Prinie Counſcll: 
Encreaſe of grace in this life,and 
eternall happineſſe m the 
life to come: 


_ Honourable, 


MS ir pleaſed God 
"1 off to gimme better 
tl approbation to 
1 this poore Ser- 
13 monin the de- 
k xl linering of it, 
thenl expected 7 I -haue beene 


A 3 car- 


"Tux ErrisTuie 
carneſtly 1ntreated ſince, by ſome 
of my good friends,to glue way 
that 1t might bee printed. And 
though 1 am. not_ ignorant of 
mine own1nability : yet becauſe 
F know that God can, and doth 
worke, as. well by weake, as by 
greater meanes ; | haue yeelded 
to their requeſt. I confeſle 1tis 
written.in a rude & homely ſtile, 
and | doubtnor, bur the curious 
cenſurers of this age, who like 
nothing. but that. which 1s for 
their owne humors, will carpe & 
cauill atthe plainenefle of it: but 
my deſire was to make itappear, 
that' as Barnard ſayeth, in the 
like-caſe, I rather ſought Edi- 
fication then Offtentation. Now be- 
caule' the meanes. ofthat mainte- 

'S : nance 


DzDp1caTtoOR y.” 
nance which | haue,is chiefly by 
your honourable fauour, I haue 
therefore preſumed to publiſh ic 
vnder your Honours name. And 
howſocuer there be nothing int 
worthy your Honours contem- 
plation : yet | beſeech you to ac- 
cept ofitasapoore teſtimony of 
that dutiful affection which moſt 
deſeruedly I owe vnto you. The 
Lord blefſe your Honour with 
increaſe of all ſauing graces, that 
you may long be a profitable in- 
ſtrument of his glory,both in the 
Church, and in the common 


wealth. 


Your Honors in all 


humble duety and ſeruice, 


C. R. 
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1. THESSAL. 4.6: 


That 16 wan opprefſs and defrande his brother in any 
matter : forthe Lords the awenger of all ſuch, as wee haue 


tolde you before and teſtified. 


He Apoftle Paw/ hauing , —_ ; 
planred a Church -'at — 


WT 
Theſſalonica, and bemg oY S 
"driven from thence by 1 5.&c, 


ſome malicious enemies 
| of the truch, hee made his 
abode for a while at e- 
| thens':: where-vnderſtan- 
q ding what troubles and 
£5 I" 3"3" 3x lemme were rayſed 
uu ereenenT7 'vÞ againſttheſe newCon- 
verts,oit of his loue and-carefor their goodgheeſendeth ? -Theſſ3.1.2.5 
T imothens wreo-themy; to vititeand comfort them, And 
being certified by hun, with what great patience - and 
muincible conſtancy they endured tribulation for the | 
Gofels ſake becauſe hee could not. come vnto them as Ver.6-7-X6. | 
hee defited,” hee writet-chis Epiſtle, to confirme and 
eftabliſh ther itcthe preſene'truth; --. Wherein, in the 
three former Chapters, he congratulateth with them for 
their faith,lowe patience rewerence to the word, and other 
excellent graces, which God by his ſpirit had wrought 
in them, which gratulationhe concludethin the cad of 
0 B the 


' 
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Ver.12.13. 


Ver. 1.2, 


Ver.3:4:5+ 


Tit2@11.22. 


2 eA Sermon ayainit Oppreſſion, 
the third Chapter with a gracious prayer in their be- 
halfe;that God, which kad wh good awogke in 
them,would ſtabliſh-them in the ſame vnto the end, In 
the two next Chapters, he exhorteth them to holineſſc, 
and to a Chriſtian conuerſation. : And that firſt gene- 
rally,that they ſhould not content themſelues with their 
good beginning, bat increaſe more and more,and labour to 
ſwurpaſſe, and to gore beyond themſelues, Then. more 
particularly,he deſcendeth tothe parts of ſantificati-- 
on,and layeth downe certaine ſpeciall rules, the better 
todireat themhow to runnein this Chriſtian courſe, 
The firſt reſpeReth every mans owne perſon in the pri- 
uate carryage of himſelfe, Namely, This # the will o 
God,enen your ſanttific ation,c+c, The ſecond reſpeRe 
a-mans dealing with his neighbour, in this verſe that I 
haue read, That yo man appreſſe,cFe.. Foritis not enougiy 
for a man, to live ſoberly iniregacd of hiniſelfe, volefſe 
hee alſo live righteouſly in reſpe& of others. The words. 
are imperfect in themſclucs,and muſt bee fupplyed our: 
of the third verſe, in this manner... It 5s the: mill. of God 
that na max oppreſſe & defraud ts brother, &c. * And ans 
; cohexence, that theſe/ /wordes,. haue with the 
—_— | | 
Now for our more orderly ing in the hand- 
ling of them, wee haue to confider two things in gene-- 
ra}l.:- Firſt, the exhortationit ſelfe; and ſecondly, the 
reaſons whereby itis inforced, - In-the exhertation we 
may obſerue firftthe branebes -of it; ſecondly,. the ex- 
tent ofit.. The branches are rwo,. Firſt, that no many 
+: ſecondly, that no man defrand his his brother, 
The firſt fgnifieth wiolence andmanifeſt farce : the ſecond,, 
deovit full. and. fraudulent dealme; and: that by 2 generall 
conſent of the moſt interpreters;. -Fhe excent is eyther 
inrefpect of the perſons oppreſiing and. opprefled; a 
wan his brocher of what (ocuer. place or condition he bez; 


exinzcſpedt of the:abieR,, it; ap nazrer wharſocucr,. 


great 


axd fraudulent dealing. z 
{—_ __ And ww Ho prayer eng 
be not expreſſed: | ion Deing | tte] 
ſer downe, it is —_ * ! x ww were ——— The 
zeaſons arc likewiſe two, The firſtis included in the 
werd bs Choy oe ſhall ſee afterward) con- 
caineth init a very forcible argument, The ſecond is 
expreſſcd, and it is taken from the vengeance of God, 
For the Lord « the —_ off ſuch. And this is fur- 
ther amplified and confirmed by the eApoſtles former 
teſtimony,in the laſt words, as wee hawe tolde you before, 
and teftified, And this is briefly the ſuname and reſolu- 
tion of this portion of Scripture: Let vs now fee the 
inſtructions that ariſe from thence for our further lear- 


an : 

(Tha »o max oppreſſe.) This is the firſt branch of 
the —— The word here vſed in ——__—_ » \aſpCalrece, 
doth properly fe, t0 goe or to cli 2 
man,and to ke: todas — 
thoſe perſons, who hauing opprefied a man by violence, 
row ars cok "wr yr eons gs 

| Kings of t |; 
aero Cooutrmdtetamentbdinoding | 
pet their feet pon their neckes. And to this is ſoſk.ro.24, 
that threatning denounced by CAoſes agai e diſ- 
obedient Iſraelites, The ſtranger that is with thee ſhal climbs D**-28.43, 
wp aboxe thee on high: and thow ſhalt come downe beneath ve- 
=_ A plaine deſcription of that which is fignified 

e. And the Church of Gedcomplaining of the iniu- 
ries of her enemies, ſaith; Thou haſt cauſed men to ride 0- Plal.6s 
wer our beads. This is referred.as hath beenſaid,ro vi- __ 
olene 10ns, vyhen they that are mighty & pow- 
erfull, take boldnefſe to hurt and wrong thoſe that are 
vnder them. As the Apoſtle /ames ſaith, Dor not the hnak 


rich epproſſe you by tyran?eve. 
From Wan £4 wee obſerue in the firſt place, that Dgftrine. 


oppreſſion 13 a greucus finnc _= the will of God. 
A 


. 

| 

- : 
- 


4} 
My, 
! 
4 
( 
WY} 
y. 
4 
'N 


FA a 


The 


- _ 


4 e A Sermon againſt Oppreſſion, 
The trueth of this will- appeare viſto vs, if weeconfi- 
der how oft,8& how earnelilyt he Lord forbiddeth irin 
the whole courſe of the ſcripts. He chargeth the people 
Leu 19.13- - Of {ſFael by Moſes, Thouſhalt not oppreſſe thy neighbox by vie 
& 25-17* olence,nerther rob him. And again, Te ſhall not oppreſſe one a= 
Prou.3.29- mother, 6. And Solomon goeth yet further; /tond no 
bart (Gaith he again thy neighbor ſeeing he dwelleth ſecure= 
7 by thee; thereby teaching vs, that we ſhould be ſo farre 
rom doing and —_— hurt to our neighbour, that 
wee muſt not fo much as..intend and deuiſe it in bur 
& 22.22, thoughts. - Andin another place; Kobbe not the poore be- 
c4%(e hee 15 poore, neyther oppreſſe the afflifted in indgement, 
And Daxid maketh it a marke and property of a true 
member of the Church in this life, and of the kingdome 
of heauen in the life ro come, that hee doth no exill to his 
neighbour. And our Saniowur Chriſt deliuering the ſumme 
Mar.10.19, Of the Law, ſerteth downe this for one branch ofitz Doe 
10 hurt. 1n a word, [obn Baptiſt chargeth Sowldiers,who 
of all other men commonly take molt hberty this way, 
that they ſhould doe violence to no man. Beſides, there 
dre many reaſons to ſhew the hainouſneſle of this finne. 
Firſtef all, it is againſt nature, for euery mans neighbour 
is his owne fieſh,as rt were, Iſa.58.7. Now as the Apoſtle 
fayth, No man(vnleſlc hee bee a mad man) will offer Vi- 
olence to his owne ficſh; Epheſ.5.29. yea, the' pooreſt 
& meaneſt wretch in'the world, bearerh the fame ſtan 
and impreffion of Gods Image thar the greateſt dooth, 
Gen,6.6. Andthercfore one man ſhould bee fo farre 
from hurting of another,as that rather hee ſhould bee a 
God vmro him,as it were,to _—_ him,and defend him 
from wrong to the vttermoſtof hisgpower. Henceisir, 
(a) Columba that there are ſuch titles giuen to Gods childrehy as 
_—— 4 ſhonld put them in mind of that harmeleſnes that ought 
—_ nm * to bee in them. They axe called Lambs, and\Sheepe and 
edit Bemn.in Dower. The Done, faith Baynard,” (2) - rs afomple trea- 
dic purificat, tyre #t hath no gall;it ſirtherbucrwichaboabill pas ocherrane- 


Pſal.1 5,3. 


Luc. 3.14, 


nous 


al futblent dealing.” \- - 

nous foules doe: ſuch ſhould one nan bee toianother: 
Bur alas, 'wee ſce'the- common praftiſe of moſt men is 
cleane contrary: The greateſt danger that befalleth m3, 
commeth from whence it ought leaſt of all to come, e- 
uen from man himſetfe;And now the olde; Prouerbe- 4s Hom 
verified,(a) One manis aWolfe ro another. Nay,there isno |, hows. 
brutejbeaſt ſo hurrfull ro man,as one man is to' another: 
for they lightly.neuer ſer vpon a man, vnlefle neceſſity 
force them to it : eyther by hunger,or byfcarethey are 
conſtrained tofight. .. Butoneman takerlnpleature to +11. 
_— andto hurt another, which caufed Sereeato.pro- (b) Quid ho- 
pound the queſtion,and giue the anſwer; (b) #4: es the mini inmiciſli. 
greatest enemy that man hach?Man himſclte, (c) All other mum? Homo, 
creatures,'as Plinie noteth,do live peaccablywirh thoſe (<) Czrera 
of their own kind; they/ att; hold togerher;and ſtand in, ont 
oppoſition, 2gainſtell others; The Lions thaugh ne= pro þt gegunt, 
uer {o fierce; doe A®efighr amorig themſelues : one ſer- &c. | 

entdoth not ſting another; yea,the gre at fiſhes - and Artiomini 
monſters of the ſea deuoure none but thoſe thatare of n—g —— 
other kindes: Bur rhe: greateſd-cuil@rthat man ſuſtay- pjjn,jn Prolog. 
n&th, 'comefromimany - (d) This made» Cyprian crylib,. 
ont with wonderment and admiration; O the defeſta.. (4) O humane 


wh : . malitiz detec. 
ble cruelty of mans malice: the fieres I'y ons doe Spare Days ftznda crudel;, 


el in the denne: the raueneus birdes doe feede Elias in ,. (x... 
Ne | |Ferx par- 
the wilderneſſe : but one man. exercijeth cruelty | upon 6 cunt ,aues 


mother. SOA Ma vIR 0-2 DOT» paſcunt; ml. 
'' Secondly; is againſt that iuſtice, that ought taþe in 245 inficuantur 
& ſxviune, 


civil! ſocicties,for the preſeruation-whereot,jr is necel- g.*_ - 
ſary,that men doe conuerſe ſafely together, - & without = 
feare one of another} And thereftirgat was well laid by a 
wiſeman,tharthefirit foundatronofiuliqse is to hyre 1Q 
muchas lyeth ima manspower.:: 2 lr 21, es et bene 
Thirdly,iris againſt Chroifianity, (6) which jsa fe that f:cimndi & 
teacheth a man, to be reagyrto. dedvellg and) s0Jukkes il, =_- you di 
ace6xGingizo, that —_—_ TY a" hay "OT 
43:2 B 3 it; 
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Lib.y.cap.s, 


16.3.4 


Row.13.10- 
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6 e A Sermon againſt Oppreſſion, 
fuffer yea not wrong? Why rather ſuſtains yes not barmee? Ine 
Cache a Cr roy nc. with his 
owne right,then yſc the lawfull remedy of the lavy, to 
the ſcandall of the Church, Nor that it is not lawfull 
for a man to proſecute and maintaine his own right;buc 
ro.teach vs,that if hee will not doe this,much Icfle will 
hee ſpoyle and vaiuſtly deprive another man of his 
right, And this waspropheſied of long before,that in 
the time of the Goſpell,che Wolfe ſball dwell with the Lanbe, 
and theLeepard ſhall lie with the Kid,and the Calfe, and the 
Lion,and the fat beat together and a little chelde ſhall leads 
them. Andthe Kow and the Beare ſhall feed : their 
ones ſhall lie together prone > th 
Bulbecke. «And the ſucking child ſpall oft 
che weined childſballpue eros potag' Cocka- 
trice bole, Thereby teaching vs, that though men by 
nature bee þrutiſh and ſauage, lik®thoſe /adians that 
Pliieſpeaketh of, who hauing cepulation with: wilde 
beaſts, doc beget s mixt and halfe wilde broode : yet 
when it pleaſcrhGod to comuert them, and place them 
in his Kingdome, they lay aſide their fierce diſpofition , 
and hue peaceably age with another, For as it follow= 
eth inthe nextverſe, None ſhell hurt nor deſtroy in all the 
mountaine of the Lords holineſſe. And in another place 
it is id, that vnder the Kingdome of Chriſt, men ſhall 
breake their ſwords into mattockes or plow-ſhares, and their 
_ ſtthes,ee. Thatis ro ſay,thoſe weapons which 
efore were inftruments of cruelty,ſhall now be turned 
into inſtruments of peace. 

Fourrhly,it is againſt the rule of Charity;for as the A+ 
peſtle ſaith, Lome doth not enill ro bus neighbor. And in a0- 
otherplace, Lone reioneeth not m iniquity, and 
dealing, And therefore, they that care not what iniu- 
ry they offer Os farre from that 

20 


t 
hat amongft Chriſtians. 
"Fil. 6 odio 0 all good men, and ay 


| and fraudulent dealing. 9 
rhem many times weary ofthe world : As So/omen ſaith; Ecclel4.1.2.3; 
I conſidered allthe that are wronght dey the 
Swomne; and behold the teares of the oppreſſed, and none com.- 
forteth them. : and on the fide of their oppreſſors there was 
power but they had no comforter. Wherefore, 1 prayſed the 
————— | 


line.. And 1 account hi er thas them, both hich hath 
not yet beene, who hath not ſcene the exill workes which are 
wrought under the Surne. 


Sixthly, jt is chefr,and worſe then theft as Thomas A- 1.28.9.66, 
quivas doth well determine; Oppreſſian and theft are both ar,8, 
of ttiem(faith he)tobee accounted finnes, becauſe they 
bothſpayle a man of his goods againſt his will :yet ſo, 
as in tHefz,z man is wronged ignorantly,that hee know- 
ethnotof1t:butin ton,he is wronged by violence; 
he knoweth ir,and looketh on, and cannot tell how to 
helpeit., Now thatis more direQly againſt a mans 
will,that isdone by violence, then that which is done 
*: Ignorantly.. And therfore, oppreſſion is a more gricuous 

ethen zheft,. Againe(faich hc)in oppreſſion, beſide 
the dammage done to the party,there is alwayes ſome: 

iry andreproch done to tris perſon, which is farre - 
worle the fraud or deceit whichiv ved in thefi:(a)wher-. (2), Remors 
WItO a th-that ſaying of Saint ine; T ake away (wn — ni 
w/tice ith hee, aud what are ener king. by themſelues,, 6 magna larrg** 
but great robberies? Andhee relateth a ſtory of ar fa. <inia?De Ciuits. 
mous, Pirate; who beingapprebended;and brought be. D*i4-4-©-4+ 
force Alexander the greatga/hen the King asked him, what 
hee-meantto trouble the ſea in- rhar manner,he replyed . 
very ſtouthyand boldly  Whar docft thou meane to 
trouble the whole world? But, ſayeth hee, becauſe 1doe 
_ rr ua om 2Kodber;and becauſe thou 
oeſt it with zgreat Army, thou artcalted an Emperor. 

Nayindeed,- - is farre more-dangerous hes ey= 
ther pixary by tea,or robbing by land... For. Pirates: and 
robbers, being accounted asahoy are,. common cnemics 
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$ + A Sermon againſt Oppreſſion. 
_— hangedvp, CES y! marr: oe 
viunt,l& = Fobbers; as 6ne caller themithey-domineir in gold and 
_———_ ad [496.96 lixte not to lay afrae,but to encreaſe therr boldnes. 
fed ems And this made Diogenes laugh hearnly,when he ſaw the 
mandam _ Sherifesand other officers leade apoore thiefe to execur.. 
audaciam, tion, that had -robbed the trea(urie; (a) Great theeues, 
(4)Lacriineius faithhe; leads little: theends to: the Gallowes, The" poore 
vita, Snakes, that peraduenture for meere neceflity breake a 
_ houſe,or otherwiſe pilferhis goods, che o in 
priſon, faft bound # miſery and yron,borb angry thirſty, 
their ſonles Fran CAA? ſayeth; Bur Kits 
mighty oppreſſors, \who arc the greavelt theeues:of (all, 
they #tretch themſelues vpon their beds of yuorie, and\ with 
the rich glutton,are clothed m pwrple awd fine linnen,& fare 
Plaliog.rts, delicately enery day. And hententis,that Dawd by the 
ſpirite of propheſie;curſing hiseermics, amongſt othier 
things; he fayth, Let the extortionericatch allthat be hath. 
As thoygh-a man could not be worſe plagued, thento & 
fall into the handes of one of theſe mercilefle Op- 


Pal. I07.10. "J 


Amos,6. 4. 
Luc.16. 19, 


prefſors. (nh ola G7 : ATT 
FR - Laſtof allwisa e of emateder: according to that 
Eecl34.2z, aying of Sirach;/The bread of rizineedfull \s-thi Uife of the 


poore : he that defrandeth him thereof zs ammrderer. For a 
man to depriue the poore of thatwhereim his life. con- 

fiſteth,is all one with God,asto rake away his life it ſelf. 

[Nay «Amtithenes the Philoſaphex was wont to lay, that 
oppreſſors were moveihurtful thepcomnion hang-rmer;bor 

the hayg-man putteth to.deathunone but malefattors: 

but oppreſſors ſpoyle-& vadoec them'that are 'moſt in- 

NOCcEent, (4.2 21,3111 2UITON" 210 TT 7 

UVſe. «Fhis doctrinethen\to/applyarcoouriimes,doth forus 

for the juſt reproofe;of all oppreflors-whatſocucr they 

_ be. Oppreſſion is a moſt filthy bottamleſle finke of grie- 

Lemma malori. ggus enormities; To rip vpall the kinds thereof were 
infinite : and thercfore Þwall. deale: wth ſome, of-:the 


prin- 


and frandalent dealing. 9 
principall. There 1s oppreſſion in the Charch,and inthe 
common-wealth, I know as Lmther ſaid wittily, It is not 
ſafe for a poore hare to preach ſuch doctrine to theſe 
Lions, hee ſhall haue much adoe to eſcape their pawes: 

But whatſoener the Lord commandeth ——_ muſt [ ſpeak, 
I muſt not be afraide of any of their forces, leſt hee deſtroy mee ——_— 
before them-, 
Firſt then, to beginne with the Church, There is 
opprelſis there in thole ſacrilegious impropriations,wher- 
the liuings of the Churchare alienated ro other y- 
ſes, Andthis is a very great oppreſſion: for tythes and 
other reuenues were giue to the Church by our deuoute 
forefarhers, for the maintenance of Gods worſhippe, & 
of the Miniſtery ofhis Word; and therefore it is the 
more grieuous finne for any man to incroach ypon the, Me Of 
I know they that holde them, pleade law for their de-,," = 
fence. And howſocuer their plea will hold in the court coli. Aus.de 
of men, yet it willnot hold in the court of heauen, And vita & mortb, 
yet ſuchis the _ of the times, that many couetous ler. 
Patrones,cucn where there is no impropriation, can finde 
meanes eyther by vnconſcionable Leaſes,or by ſequeſtrati- 
en,c0 withhold the profites from the Church. 
But it is in vain to ſpend any longer time in ſpeaking 
to the belly that hath noeares. Therc is little hope cuer 
to preuayle with ſuch perſons, ynleſſe it pleaſe the Lord 

to put intothe hearts of godly Princes, with good Nehe- yyyhom,rs. rx 

wiah,to compell them to bring their tythes againe into the 11, A 

houſe of God. VVhat a glorious worke would this bee 

for his CMaieſty, and what a renowmed Parliamert 

would that bee, whercin this thing might bee effeed! 

And thus much for the firſt kind of oppreſſion that is in the 

Church. 

Secondly,there is oppreſſion alſo in the Common-wealth : 

and that eyther in prixate affazres,or in publiks indgement. 

For the firſt, It is an ordinary thing for mighty men, & 

men of power, in their dealing I oppreſle thoſe that are 


VN 
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ynder them. Iris true,great men ſhould be to the poore 
Ifa.z3 2.8 14. people, 454 ſhelter from the wind, and a conert from the tem- 
6 pet. Burtor the moſtpart, they ſmite the people in anger 
with a continuall plague, and rule them in wrath,as the Pro- 
, pher ſpeaketh of the King of Babylon; yea they violently 
a the poore,and vexe the needy againſt right? There is 
no ſpectacle more pleaſant to their eyes,then the ruines 
of the poore. They are greater plagues and calamities 
to the places where they dwell, then an wndation or 
a fire : tor,asthe riuers, riſing art the firſt of ſmall begin- 
nings,and afterwards being intolerably increaſed,do at 
the laſt with violence beare downe all before them, and 
 carryitaway : ſo theſe couetous great men, the more 
they increaſe, the more they oppreſſe,and make the ru- 
ines of the oppreſſed,as it were {teppes tothe oppreſſion 
of others. And as the fire, hauing leized firſt vypon one 
houſe,flycth preſently to another, and from that to a 
third, rill,if it bee not preuented,jr lay all the ſtreet euen 
with the ground : ſo thefe perſons by cruel! «preſſion i091 
houſe to howſe,and land to land, till there bee nothing left 
-(:) Nemo po for the poore, but lamentable deſo/ation: (a) So thatno 
tentes aggredi Man can ſafely conuerſe with, nor live by thoſe that are 
tutuspoteſt, mighty. (b) They are right Polypr, whatſocuer they 
Sen. in Medea. catch by hooke or by crooke,it is their owne. Theſe are 
(9) = _ ©? the great Nimrods,the mighty hunters of the earth, that 
quicqaidf reedi hunt the poore people as the wild beaſts doe their prey. 
erintrenent, : Theſe are they, that count it their glory andfelicity, to 
laut,in Anlul. play the Termagaznts ouer the poore, & to terrifie them 
—_—_ a” with their power. (c) But the yery heathen man could 
ound reach them, that it is a bad eftimati6 of a mans greatnes 
& poteſtatis and power, to meaſure his ſtrength by the iniuries that 
alnete eſt, hecisable to doc. 
inzurijs vires _ * Burthis finne is chiefly committed by cruell Land- 
meriri Sen. de}, 4:partly,by inclofing the Commons, and decayin 
Benef lib. 1, perery 4 5 O__ ying 
Iob.24.106+ Fillage,whereby they take the gleaning from "the hungry ; 
& 20.19, Yea,they ondoe many and ſpoyle houſes wh þ they builded mor: 


ſo 


Erech.22.29. 
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ſo that a man may ſay of them, that whereſocuer they 
come,deſalation and deftruttion are in their pathes ; partly , 169.2, 

by racking their rents,& taking exceſſiue fines; & part- 

ly, by making their Leaſes yoide at their pleaſure: for 

with theſe men (d) that which is couenant to day, ſhall (4) Patumng 
be none to morrow,& that which is now no couenant , patti eſt, non 
ſhall bee a couenant when they liſt. By which kinde of paſtum path 
dealing,they beat the = topeeces, and miſerably grinde aneh. ym 
their faces, And to this purpoſe they haue their Wow- 1.7 | 
ling Bayliffes,and other Mimiſters,who like blond-hownds 16.;.15. 

hunt abour to finde out booties for them to ſcize vpon. Cican Verrem, 
The whole land groaneth-ynder this burden, The Lord lid.4- 

gaue a commandement in the Law,that men ſhould not 
take nor kill the damme with her young: bur theſe mercileſſe 

perſons,as much as in them lyeth, by theſe intolerable 
yexations,doe cuen kill thepoore mother with her chil- 

dren, Now the cauſesof all theſe hard courſes,if any mi 

defire ro know,are diuers, "The firſt is ambition, when 

men hauing gotten a deale of wealth together, giue 

many hundreth pounds, to buy one degree of honour 

after another, to make themſclues great in the world,& 
- I know not how many thouſand*poundes, to aduance 

their —_ in marriage, to make them Ladies or 

great perlonages, Then ſecondly,they muſt laſh it our, 

and flaunt it in all brauery of apparrell, that they may, at 

the leaſt, match them of their owne ranke. And when 

by theſe mieanes they haue emptyed their cofers, they 

muſt coyne new money on their poore tenants skinnes. 

A third cauſe is ſumptwors building : It is one of the vant - 

ties of this age,that cuery my. any degree,muſt build 

like Princes : As the Prophet ſayth, They will build them ler.12.14. 
great houſes and large chambers with great windowes,c+ will 
feelethemy with Cedar and paint them with vermilion. And 

then not onely their owne Texants,but all the Country 

about them ſhall bee tyred out with carriages. Poore 

men are glad to toyle themſclues and their cattell, ſom- 
C2 times 


Ver.12., 


Mat.20.12. 
Plal.137.2, 


Tob.z1.15. 


Tam,3.6, 
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times inthe deepe of winter,yea ſometimes in themidſt 
of harueſt,to bring timber or ſtones,or other prouifion, 
and all for feare of a further diſpleaſure : for if any man 
refuſe to come at their call, they will bee ſure to fit on 
his skirts,and to pay him home, eyther by rayſing him 
in the Swb/idy,or by doubling his charge or the warres, 
or one way or other. But let them remember, what the 
Prophet denounceth againſt them, in the place before al- 
lcadged : Woe be to him ſaith he, that buildeth his houſe 
by unrighteouſneſſe,and his chambers without equity * hee v- 
ſeth his neighbour without wages, and gineth him not for hs 
worke. Thelaſt cauſe is exceſſwe feaiting;wherein men 
are grown to ſuch exceeding riot,that neyther the land, 
nor the ſea,nor the aire is fuſſcier to furniſh their tables, 
(nougy the poore get bur little reliefe in many places 
or all this.)The toiling Labowrer,who endureth the brr- 
den and heate of the day,the poore buſbaudman and oppreſ- 
ſed Tenant,that rib earely,and goeth late to bed doth cate 
the bread of carefulneſſe,and ſitteth with many an hung 
meale,his poore children peraduenture crying for food, 
and all to hs full diet to his Landlords Table; As it 
theſe men were ſlaues and ſeruants, and'not fonnes.. [ob 
-had a better conceit of thoſe that were his ſeruants in- 
dced,then theſe perſons haue of their Tenants, Hee that 
hath made mee tm the wombe,hath he not made him}? Theſe 
poore wretches, whom. thou by thy cruell oppreſſion 
cauſeſt to toyle and moyle like drudges, or elle they 
cannot liue; are the nockmactiine of God as well as 
thou,and as deare to him as thou art, notwithſtanding 
all thy greatnefle,and it may be, dearer; 

Laſt of all, there is oppreſſion —_ But dare 
this vgly monſter ſer her foule feete on the ſeat of Iuſtice ? 
Surely,in the times of the Prophets & Apoſtles (he durſt ; 
Elſe why,{ayeth Saint James, Doe not the rich oppreſſe you 
by tyranny,and draw you before the indgement ſeates ? ma- 
king that a meanes of eppreſſiov, which was ordained - 

bd 
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be aproteZtion of thepoore.. And why doth Solomon ay, Eccl.7.17- 


thatin his obſeruation her hath ſeen= inſt man periſh mm 
bis inſtice? that though he had a iuſt cauſe,yer hee hath 
beene caltinit. And this the Prophet /ſaiah complay- .2-23. 
ned of in his time, that che Princes were ' rebellions, and 
companions of theewes, and that enery one" loneth giftt, and % 57+ 
followeth after rewards,c5e, Amd that whereas the .Lord 
looked for tudgement there was nothing but oppreſſion, and for 
righteouſnes,3 there was nothing but a crying. Andthe Pro- 

= Amos ſaith,that they had turned indgement into worme- _ $7» 
wood (+ gall,and the fruit of righteouſnes mto hemlocke. And G——_ 
the Propber Zephaniah isnotafraid to affirme, that their Zeph. z.3, 
Princes were as roaring Lions, and her Indges as ranening 
Wolues,But it may bce,the times are better now : what 
then mean thoſe Proxerbs,that are ſo rife amongſt vs? As 
a man ts friended, fo is his matter ended. And,(a) might ower- (1) Cui viseſt, 
goeth right. As Aeſops wolfe ſaid to the-{ſheepe, when they ius non meruir, 
were in contention; Thowbaſt a better cauſe then I, bur 1 'us 9bruitur vi, 
haxe ſtronger teeth then thow. And as the Orator ſaid of Ver- 
res,(b) A money man can hardly be condemned, be his cauſe (b) Pecunioſus 
what it wil be. There were certain facred pictures inthe ——_— _ 
court as Fbebes,reprefemting-the perfons-of the Sago HOY 
which were atmade without hands, & the chiefeſt ot the 
wated cyes alio:wherby was fignified that Judges ſhould . 
be free tr6 bribes, 8 void of partiality, that they ſhould 
be led neither by fauor nor affectio,that they ſhould re»: 
tpe& neither loue nor batred .in-determming of cauſes, 
whether crimwall or mdiciall.. And\letvysconceiue the 
beſt : Let vs take it for granted, that our Iudges are 
molt incorrupt,and that, as Iuftinia ſaid;they can lift 
vp their hands cleane, to God,tothe King, and- to the 
law;yet wrangling Lawyers, if they may haue their wils;, 


will cauſe jadgement to bee peruerted.They willconti- (c) Liresnon 


nue ſutes,as once ſaith, (c) not for divers yeares onely, tantum lultra- 

bur for diuers ages; that if a man ſhould liue as long les,lſed & ſecu- 

as Neftor did, and beginnea fure inh- his youth, hee 4:53 facienr, 
C 3 ſhould | 
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- | ſhould. hardly, make an = 4 of it 1n his olde age, 


Bay, itis1ke, heeſhould be conſtrained to leauc it to his 

heyre to finiſh; aud this they doe, thatthey may enrich 

themſelues by ſpoyling their poore Clients. Is it not a 

gricuous oppreſſion, to cauſe a poore man to come trot- 

ting or trudging vp hither,from the furtheſt part of the 

land, Termeafter Terme, and Riill his cauſe as far from 

being ended,as it was at the firſt? he in the mean while, 

doth nothing but empty his purſe, by paying fees, firſt 

Mar,5.26. + to one,& thento another, As itis ſaid of the woman in 

the Gospell,that had becne ficke of ar iſſue of bloud,twelue 

eares,ahd had ſpent all that ſhee had vpon Phyſitians,c 

et it auayled her nothing,burt ſhee beeame much worſc:So 

A.Gell.lib.5. itfareth with moſt men that goe to law in theſe dayes: 

cap.1, for the Lawyer eyther with Protagoras, with olok ng 

o-_ lid.11 ſpeeches will make the worſe cauſe ſeeme the berter,or 

09: with Demoſthenes, by mercenary filence, will betray the 

good cauſe, which he hath taken vpon him to defend;or 

with Penelope,as much as he hath brought the cauſe for- 

ward one Terme, hee will bring as farre backe againe 

the next Terme : orwill draw out-the webbe of a ſuite 

ſolong, till thepoore Client want weft to proſecure itz 

and foaftcr all his labour and trauel,; he -muſt bee infor- 

(a) Maioreft ced to letitfall;or ifhee doe at the laſt recouer,and haue 

expenlarunm the matter goe on his fide,yer he ſhall bee no great gay- 

ſumptus, quam ner by the match;for as one ſayeth, (a) the charges of 

lententi? _ the ſunte are greater,thenthe coſts that ſhall be awarded 

rr g him. This made Themiſtocles{ay, that if a man ſhould 
1.9.c.1 ; | 

(b)Eftfunda- ſhew himtwo wayes,one to hell,the other to the barre, 

menrum liber. hee would rather chuſe that that went to hell, Idonor 

ratis,fons xqui-Fyeake, not I haue nota thought to ſpeake againſt the 

pg = wvicoftheLaw, Iacknowledge it as neceſſary for the 

(c)E& propug, common wealth,as the funne is for the world : (b) It is 

naculum mu. the foundation of liberty the fountaine of equety; and as the 

rique rranquil's body is without the ſoule, ſo would the commonwealth 


= wy oF. be without the Law, (c) It is the very bulwarks __ 
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treſſe of our ſafety; the eye whereafis Prudence, the hand. 

ohne £m [ofiice, andthe foundation of it is 
laidein /uftice: And I doubt not, but there are many 
conſcionable Lawyers, who deale faithfully in the cau- 

ſes committed to their truſt. Bur Iſpeake againſt thoſe 

baſe & degenerate ym. of the law,which are a ble- 

miſh and [taine to the reſt,and which, like Vaitwes doe 

nothing bur gape afterthe prey. By all theſe meanes 

the —_ a are grieuouſly oppreſſed. To Which,I (4)Non mif. 
might adde our (d) cutthroate vſnrers, our bloud-ſucking lura amem 
brokers, our origing extortioners, which cate wp the peaple as ® 6 plena 1 
they would eare bread : but the time would faile mee, And ym, — 
they haue beene ſo often cryed our ypon,both here and Plal.14 4 

in other places,as there is now no hope of their reforma. 

tion. They haue got them an whores forehead, as the Pro. Ir 33+ 

pher ſayth; they canner be aſhamed. And thus much for the 

firſt branch of the exhortation, , 

eAnd defraad.) This is the ſecond branch.As the for- 

mer is referred to-manifeft and open violefice; fo this is 

referred to fraud and deceit, The word that is here y- 2torex]6&v, | 
ſed,doth fignifio jinvthe Originall, by a couetous dehire to _—_ adloct, 
circſuent or defraud a man. Ando ir isrvied inother pla- ke, nn — 
ces, The Apoſtle applyettrit to the wilkes which the 2;C6+.5 2. 
Deuill vſcth to beguile the godly withall ; Left, ſayeth imatorix my 
he, we ſhould bee circummuented of Sathan : for we are not ig- 0% 

norant of his enterpriſes. And in another place, he ſaycb * _ CE 
of himſclfe; Wee baue defrauded noman, And: againe,: Did 32.crfnmzn, 
I make a gaine of you by any of them whom I ſent onto you? 1 gc. 

deſired Titus, with hims 1 ſent 4 brother; Did Titus maks a 

gaine of you? The meaning then of it is this;for aman þy 
couetouſneſle or other cuill meanes,to rayſe his owne 

benefite out of another mans loffe,” + -- + 1 Doflrine. 

Froin hence we obſerue inthe next place,that frau- | 

dulent and deceirfull dealing is a finne againftthe will 

of God,and cannot ſtand with fan&ification. This 1s 
confirmed by the teſtimony of the e Apoſtle ro the Ro- 
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maner, where reckoning vp the ſinnes of them that are 
giuen ouer to a reprobate ſenſe, among other things hee 
Rom.1.29. fayth, they are fill of deceit, And therefore the eApoſtle 
1.Pet.2-l. Peter exhortetball Chriſtians , to lay aſide all guile and diſ- 
fomulation. And the Prophet Daxidproteſteth,that hee 
would nor ſuffer. a deceitfoull perſon to Joel within bus hogſe, 
This is al{o'confirmed by divers reaſons, Firſt, as was 
faid of theforrier finne: fothis alſo is againſt nature, 

2) Cum duo. And this the heathen man affirmethz (a) Seing iniu 

(3 'y, 
bus mods aut ſayth he, is done two wayes, cyther by foree or by fraud, 
viautfraude 2,4 doth as it were, belong to aFoxe,and forage ton Li- 
— '  0# : burboth of them are moſt repugnant to the nature 
. "of man; yertof the two, fraudis worthy of greater ha- 


Plal.to1.7. 


peculz,vis Le, 
onis videtur, tred. 
&c.Cic.ofti, Secondly, itis againſt  ciuill ſociety, Man is a 


id.3, ſociable creature, And.thisis the Law cuen jof | naturall 
ſociety, that whatſocuer weerwould that men ſhould do 
to vs,wee bee ready to doe the ſame to them : and on 

Mat.7.122 theother fide, whatſocuer wee would. not that men 

- ſhould doeto ys, we do not ſo much as offer it to them, 
re Otherwiſe, there can be no commerce,nor trafficke v- 

| HP" ſed amongſt men, For, as Thomas eAquinas ſayti well , 

222:4-317-3- Becauſe manis a ſociable creature,” one man naturally 
oweth that to another, without which , humane ſocie 
cannot be preſerued : but'men cannot liue and ——_— 
together, vnlefle they may belicue, and truſt one an-= 
other, ' a5 manifcſting the truth one to-another, 

- Thirdly, it is a kinde of cheft, as it is agreede ypon 
by the moſt Diuines, olde and new, Hierome writing 

In Eph.4.23. ypon that place to the Epheſians Let hims that ftole, ſteale 
no more,c+c. hath theſe words,Becauſe it is an hard mat- 

| ter for them that are conuerſant in the affairs of this life; 

Furtum nomi- though they beefree from other |paſſions, as fornication, 

nans one  &c.not tobe guilty of theft: therefore now he warneth 

uod alteriuvs - , n 

| nts quzri- the Epheſians,that by occafion of gaine,they incurre not 

tur, the danger of theft: calling that theft, whatlocucr.is got- 

| rcn 


and fraudulent dealing. Wor” #7 

cenby anothetinians loſle, AndEriſmaffuldShew'tnec 
a lay, and adeceirfull perſon} and I'will Ihew/chee>a Ethic, Chriſt 
thiefe. And Daners, If any man;fayrh he\by craft or"d&- lib,z. 
ceit procure loſle and dammiage to anothet; cerrainely, 
he is a thiefe.- WL NOT PRI L Ap 

: >Laſt ofall,g is againſt Ohriſtizairy jwhichrequireth 
phaine and open dealing amongſt tow, - The brat ben _——— 
rato# could {ay,(a) Amongſt I honeſtmen,rthere (a)Later bo 
ſhould be good and honelt dealing,and without deceit nos bens 
Much more ſhould they that profeſie themſclues Chri- agicroporter 
ſtians,be thus affe&ed.;\,- > 4.04 (9 


: 


Here then are iuſtly reprouediall kinds offequdutent Ofc kt... 
and deceirfull dealing, A rhingſo' common at this day, 7/e, 
as wee may ſay with the Propher, As a cage tt full of birds, Ier,y 27. 
ſo are mens houſes full of deceit : thereby they are becom great 
and waxen rich. Now there axe many kinds of this fin, .: + 
I will onely inſiſt nthatwhichiyſet in contra, in 
buying and (ling : Marchants and Tradeſmentraue been 

of ol e condemned pgenerallyfor couctouineſſe'and bad 

dealing : «As anayle in the wallſaych the Wiſeman, ftic- Eccl.27,x; 
keth faſt —_— —_— of the _—_ © ſo doth finne ficks 
berweeme the fellmg artd the buying : where among the 
Hebrues a Aachos is deriuedofa ns Ggnifieth 
rodeceiue. I donor deny, but that negotiation. and tra- 

ding is good in it ſelfe, and very neceflary for men; For 

God hath ſo ordered the matter;that as no Country, ſo 
.no man,1s ſufhcient ofhimiſeife, burmult ſupply» his 

wants by buyimg-of another: Hence innumerable'be- 

nefites e fu redound to mankind,yea, the whole world 

almoſt by this meanes is brought into a communion & 


— But nowthe malice of menhath- filled iv - | p 
ſofull of deceicfull trickes; that many Chlepmen are little - 4 


better then theenes and robbers, That which was fpodkeh - n 
of the followers of Azrichrift;may bee fitly applyed vn- | 
to them, thatfew doe buy and ſelhin'theſe dayes, that | 
hauc notthe awerke of the beaſt ,thavis, that vic not lying Apec.r3.17 

| D and 


& ſine frauda. 
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end dillermibling, They hauc ſo many falſe ſhifts to de- 
ceiuetholerhatdeale withthem, that fa man bad Ar- 
£#% his eyes, heſbould hardly ſecure himfclfe from being 
mm It inzst bo nothin hebes their trades are 
called CMyſteries : for there is a of iniquity in. the. 
And Crafts: for;aq they vic gs; (ne. is lite but 
(2)Quic _ craft and deceit ua.their dealing : (a) Let: a man be, ne- 
w—d canes beige? ver {o circumſpeRt,and looke neuer fo well to hindelfe, 
cum.cauer, ett yertit will goe rd, bur hee ſhall bee fetched OUCT by 
cum cauifſe -one tricke or other.(b) It was a cuſtome in Athens,that 
- rarns,{zpeis when men bought or ſolde any thing,they came þefore 
SETS”) ES : appointed fortbat purpoſe, and there 
Caprnu. tooke a lolemne oath , that they bad not dealt fraudu- 
(b)Stobzus ex lently,nor vſed any cunning or deceit. But tt is farre 0- 
Theopompo. therwiſe with ny be both in buying & ſelling ,eucry man 
Mic.7.2, -wmoſt, as the Prophet fayth, hantetb bis brother with 4 
ziet, As tis reported of the hh Polypus, that when ſhee 
Zlian variſt, Lyech in waite for other fiſhes hee changerth her colour 
lib-1.c2p-I- ;nrothe colourof therocke,andfo the fiſhes are caught 
| before xhey be aware,in anet which by nature ſhe hath 
behind her head, and can {ptead it atherpleaſure.So doe 
the Trades men of theie dayes,vhen:a man commeth to 
them,theyinſumarethemiclues imo bim, with the fay- 

eſt and ſmootheſt words that can be deuiſed : but if 
ke not the bettex heede, there is anetſpred toenſnare 
him;aod it will bec bard if he be pot caught. But it will 
be obiefted,I compel! noman tobuy mycormodities, 
Lonely ſhew themand make the price : tet the bwyer 
CaucatempterJooke to.it, But the Heathen man will tell thee,(b)tbar 
(b) ms x ts bad dealing in thee,to ſpread ance for thy brother, 
Moraes Shough thoudoeſtnor buot him anddriue. bim into it 
excitaturus Mor thewilde beaſts mavy times fall into the net that is 
non fisneca+ laifor thernggthough no man purſue them..- Fhe Lord 
0 Gy gauea ftrait commandewent vnto the /ewes, that wher: 
- my they ſolde onght to their nrightor gr bonght any thing of their 
4. werghbors hand they #7 appreſſe one another — 
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there is nothing more common borh im hxeyirg o ſelling. 
Firſtfor heyng. is an ordinary iſe cite, 
great perſons,that if any of their neighbours haue any 
commodity thar lyerh fit for their vſe,as Naboths Uine- 
yard did for eAbab, they muſt haue it from him by one 
meanes or other, If he be vnwilling to part with it, they _ 
will ſo weary him with continuall vexations, that hee 
ſhall bee conſtrained to ſellit whether hee will or no, 

(a) But as Twlefaid well, It is rather a taking by vio- (a) Ereptio eſt, 
lence, then a b»ying, when the ſcller may nor Zu at hig ne ES, 
owne choyce. Againe, let apoore man comeand of- Mag ons : 
fer any commodity to ſell, the buyer will prefeatly take yendere non 
aduantage of his pouerty and neceffity,and make him licer.lib.4.in 
ſell it far vnder the worth. To this popes Sainte; Ver. 

jeſter, 


Hine maketh mention of n certaine who vnder- 


foulesto ſale, and that with fuch ſubrilty, as afim- 

ple man ſhall never diſcerne them, as though they had 

Gyges his ring, to make them goe inuifible, So that as 

the King of Babel ſacrificed to his net: ſo may theſe fa- 

crifice to their at 0. fe Ip 
But to touch ſome —— s of theirbad dealing, 

Furſt of all, they offend by lying,(c) whiles they ſer of — = 

— on their wares, then they de- rule —_— 

rue : for ſo gaine, though it bee by lying, P<r<<s. Horat, 

they care Ts that ſong of Curio,(d) La —_ 9) Yiec a 

fite le. And yetthe beathes man that neuer knew yjjiras.Cic. 

Geda; hath taught to the ſbame of vs Chriftiazs, that all Offic.lib.z. 


D 2 lying ; 
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lying minſ{/ bee\taktn freps contracts, - Ez 
| Seodbdly;iFlying will norſerucethe;turne, they adde; 
fwearing|and-forſwearing, and {o, as muchas in them 
()Quismetus lyeth, they make God afalſe witnefſe. (a) For what 
—_ a > bnneſo haytious, which a. couetous wretch, that ma- 
perancisauari? Keth haſte tobe rich, will be cyther afrayd or aſhamed 
Juucn, Sat. 24, tO-commit2»/They, will {wears it colt themſo much, 
-and yet; rather then all fayle, they will {ell it better 

cheape : they will-{weare they give. you the buying, 

and thcy would not ſell it {6 good cheape to another, 
thoighthoy peucs ſaw.you before, . | F29417-0 

.- - | Thindlpz:they finne in-inhaunſing ard: rayſfing the 

 - prick of their conumodities/aboue mealure,” As the Pro- 

Amos 8. 5, 6. phet faith ;. Thaxawake the ſhekell great, that they niay buy 
the poore for flyer jnud the needy for ſhoves. This is the pra- 
ile of ;thent1that[ingrofle a. commoditie; ineo, cheis; 
\ bands whemiti»cheape, and -heepe.it vÞ till it be dearey 

that © they maytel} it_at their-owne price, Thexery: 

light-of nature hath tondended this ilnne? as the Heas 

Offi, lib.z. hen Orator putteth this,caſege {ugh perſons; namely; 
- - 2/1 Ifamwan,in there of g great dearth; brings Ship from, 
beyond Sea laden with corne, and know that there are: 

i grearmany more Ships comming within a few dayes, 

if he difſemble this, and take aduantage of thepreſent 

want, and ſell his corneat. too high arate, hee4s con- 

demned for har&and vniuſt dealing; :This poyne is ve-" 

2. 22. 9.77. ry well determined by Thomas. Aquinas : Buying and 
art, I, Selling (fairh hee) was deuiſed for the common good of 
both parties, and in that reſpe&t , it ought not to bee a 

greater grieuanceto one then to another.: and therfore 

a contract ought to be made according to the equality 

of the thing; and that muſt bee meaſured according to 

the price that is giuen. And. therefore , if eyther the 

price exceede the worth of the thing, orthething ex- 

ceede the price, the equalitie of juſhce 1s taken away : 
And therefore, toſcll dearer, or'te buy cheaper or 
rnc 


full. 
Fourthly, they offend in ſhewing one thing, and 
ſelling another. And herein they are their Craftſ- 
waiters: for they haue ſuch cunning conueyance,and 
fleight of hand;asa ſimple man cannot ſuſpe&t, much 
lefſe diſcerne them. | 
Fifthly, they ſinne in vſing falſe waights and w1inſt 


meaſures, making,as the Prophet ſayth, the Ephah as Amos.8.g. 


ſmall,as they make the Joel] great. This is molt a- 
bominable in the ſight of God, as Solomon fayth ; 
Falſe ballances are an abomination wnto the Lord. 
this purpoſe, there was a very ftraite charge in the 


and fraudulent dealing, Mp 
the thing is worth, is in-itfelfe yniuſt and ynlaw- . 


Oo 


Law: Thou ſhalt nat hae im thy bagge two manner of ry.,q . 52g; 


waights,a great and a. ſmall; . neyther fhalt thow haue in 
thy houſe diners meaſures, a great ard a ſmall: but thou ſhalt 
hane a right and inf waight : a perfite and a inſt meaſure 
ſhalt thou bane; that thy dayes may bee lengthned in the 
lantl, which the Lord thy God gineth thee : for all that do 
ſuch things and all that doe wnrighteouſly, are abominati- 
en -nto the Lord thy God. And the Lord ſpeaketh 


I4- 


IF. 


i6, 


with indignation tothe people of'/ſrael: eAve yet Mic.6.10.11, 


the treaſures of wickedneſſe in the houſe of the wicked, & 
the feant meaſure that 1s abominable? Shall I inſtifie the 
wicked ballances , and the bagge of : deceitfull waights? 
As if he thould- fay,I will not iuſtifie, but condemne 
them. Beſtdes, waights and meaſures 'are inſtruments 
as it Were of iuflice and equity; for thereby things 
that are vniuſt, ſhould bce reduced vnto equity. And 
therefore 1frhere' bee any-iniquity: inthem, it is ſo 
much the more difpleafing ynto God. And looke how 
much men takefrom the juſt meaſure;ſo much. of the 
wrath and diſpleaſure of God doe they purchaſe to the- 
ſclues.In a word therfore, let all men remember, whar 
the Lord requireth in this caſe : Tee ſhall not do w1ninſtly, 
ſanhhe, i madgement, inmetyard, im waight or in mea- 

he 7 ſore, 


36. 


Amoit.s, 


Amos 8.5. 
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ſure, yee ſhall hawe init balances true waights, a true Ephah, 
and a true Hin.1 am. the Lord,c5c, But if the waights & 
meaſures be in themſelues neuer ſo right and iuft, yer if 
they haue cunning trickes to falfifie them, by deceit that a 


man cannot haue that hee payeth foxit's all alike odi- 
ous in the ſight of God. 

Sixthly,they finne in ſelling bad and vnprofitable 
wares in ſtead of good. As the Prophet complaneth of 
the /ewes,that they would ſell the refwſe of the wheate. It is 
a lamentable thing to ſee, what baggage ftuffe Apo- 
thecaries and Chandlers (ell to poore people, and make 
them pay as deare as ifit were the beſt. And thisis the 
generall complaint concerning ſale wares,that men care 
not how ſleightly it commethout of their hands : and 
that there 15 nothing almoſt made ſo good,and ſo dura- 
ble as in former times, 

Laſt of all,they ſinne in concealing fromthe buyer , 
the faults of that they ſcll, and fo ſuffering hum to bee 


242.9.97.art.2 dcluded. Thomas Aquinas ſpeaketh very well to this 


Cic.ofic.lib.3, heathen man. Who ſecth not, ſayrh hee, what athing 


—-— 


point. Itis alwayes vnlawfull, ſaith he, to-giue to an 
man occaſion of loſſe or danger. .But the ſeller that of 
fereth any thing ro ſell, doth herein giue the buyer oc- 
caſion of danger or loſſe, in that he offereth hum a thing 
that is faulty, if by the fault thereof bee incurre dan 
orloſſe. Loſle,rf for ſuch a faulr,the thing that is to - 
ſolde bee lefſe worth, and yet hee for that fault will a- 
bare nothing of the price. And danger,if for ſuch a faulr 
the yſcof thething may made eyther vnprofitable or 
burtfull. As for example ,if a man ſell one a lame horſe, 
for a ſwift running horſe,or a ruinous houſe, for a ſtron 
houſe, or corrupted and poyſoned mear, for that whic 
is good, Wherrupoa, faith he jF theſe faulrs be ſecret & 
hce doe not diſcouer them, it is vnlawfull and fraudu- 
lent ſelling,and rhe ſeller is bound ro recompence the 
loſſe. Yea,this finne is exceedingly condemned by the 


this 
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this kind of concealing is,and what a manner of man he 
is that vſcth ir? Surely, he is no plaine dealing man, no 
honeſt man, no ingemtous man, no iult, no good man z 
bur rather a ſubril,a baſe, a fraudulent,a deceitful,a ma- 
licious,a cunning,a flic,anda crafty knaue, But the 
Chapmen of theſe dayes are fofar from making known 
the faults ofthe commodities they ſell, as that rather 
they doe of pu_ darken their ſhoppes, that the buy- 
er cannot ſec what hee buyeth, but muſt grope at noone 1, ,, 16. 
day,as if it were twilight. By this practiſe, as one ſayth 
well, they ſhew themſclues tobe the children of darke- 
zeſſe, and their deedes to bce the deedes of darkeneſſe; yea 

bewray, that they haue a defire to doe euill,and to 
deale badly, For, as our Sawiowr fayth, Every man that Tob 3.26. 
feeth enillhateth the light, neyther commeth to the light , 
left his deedes ſhould bee reprowed. And therefore, becauſe 
they lowe darkeneſſe more then light, let them take heed T9. 
they heare not that wofull ſcntence denounced againſt 
them , Binde them hand and foote,and caſt them into vt- Mat.22.1 3. 
ter darkeneſſe there ſhall bee weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
Theſe are ſome of the vnconicionable practiſes that 
are vied by Tradeſmen in buying and ſelling,and theſe axe 
fo common at this day,asit is accounted afolly for any 
man to doe other wiſe, Euery body will confeſle, that 
plaine dealing 1s a Tewell,but they Gs. hee that vſeth ir, 
ſhall dic a begger. Yea, they tiaine vp their ſeruants -& 
eApprentiſes to theſe courſes. (a) And if any of them (a) Eolauda» 
proue more cunning and crafty to ouerreach men that —_— 
come into their ſhops, then the reſt, hee is more com- Aug ———_—_— 
mendable and better accounted of, So that by that 
time they hauc ſerued out their yeares, partly by their 
owne inbred corruption, and partly by their Maſters 
il example, as our Saxiour Chriſt __ of the Jewiſh yyie2;.rs, 
Proſelutes, they become twofolde more the children of hell, 
then theix Maſters are. And thus much for the exhor- 
zation,and the ſcucrall branches thereof, The reaſons 
follow, His 


Gen. 13.8. 


AQ. 7.26. 
3-4 28,4rt. 2, 


AR.17. 26, 


RorT.9. 3. 


Mar, 6.3. 


Eph.32.16. 
Rom. 12. 5+ 
Doft. 


Mat. 5. 44+ 
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His Brother.) The firſt reaſon, as hath beene fayd, is 
included in this word, Brother, and it cartieth great 
force and waight with it, It was the argument that 
Abraham vicd to Lot : Ipray thee let there bee no ſtrife be- 
tweene thee and me, for-we are brethren, And it was the 
argument that Moſes vicd to the Hebrewes that ftroue 
together : Stirs, yee are brethren, why doe yee wrong one to 
another? Now men are called Brethren, as Thomas A- 
quinas obierueth, foure wayes in the Scriptures : Firſt, 
by natzre, and that eyther by birth, as Jacob and Eſas, 
borne both of the ſame Parents ; or by blond, and ſo all 
mankinde are brethren : For, as the eApo#tle faith; God 
made of one bloud all mankinde , to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, Secondly, by Comntrey; and ſo the Apoſtle calleth 
the /ewes that were his Connrymen, his Brethren, Third- 
ly, by Kindred,as they that come all of one ſtocke or li- 
nage: and ſo our Saxiowr Chrift is {aid to haue brethren 
and fifters; 7s not this the brother of James, and loſes, ard of 
Judas, and Simon? and are not h:s ſifters here withvs? And 
yet wee know that his bleſſed Mother remayned a 
Uirgin both before and afterhis byrta, Fourthly, by 
Aﬀeftion, I might ſpeake of all theſe , and ſhew the 
force of the argument in euery one of them : but I will 

inſiſt onely in the laſt, which is chiefely meant in this 
place; and indeede it is the ſtrongeſt of all the reſt, and 
doth moſt of all binde vs to procure the good one of 
another, it being our coniunction with Chri# our head, 
&rhen in him one with another, wherby we are al made 
one body, and enery one one anothers members. This then 
doth reach vs,thart it is a grieuous ſinne for one Chr:#ti- 
anto oppreſſe or defraud another, True, it is notlaw- 
full to offer violence to any man, If there were no 0- 
therreaſon , yet euen in this very reſpeR, that hee is a 
man , we mult not doe him any wrong, no though hee 
were our vtter enemy, As our Sawiowr Chrift ſaith; Lowe 
Jour enemies, doe good to them that hate you, 5c. And the 
Apoite 


— eros & bis, pRom.t3.00,90 
A, le ore ; ths. er, fee "1 13.20,2 
he cron him drinke,&c. And > 9 nn e= 
will, but onercome eill with goodneſſe, Much lefſe muſt we 
hurt or harme thoſe that are Chriſtians,of the ſame pro- 
feſhon with our ſclues, To this purpoſe there are ſe- 
uen bounds ſct downe by the Apoſtle, which, ifany 
thing will preuaile, might ſerueto containe ys in our 
duety. 
There 1s one body,and one fpirite guen as yee are called ME 
is one hope Seaton rn nr ord,one faith,one 9444 
ifme,one God and Father of all. | There is one body. As 
in the natwrall body,there is no member more for ir {clfe, 
then for the whole; ſoit ſhould bee in this myiticall 
body: Thoſe that are, as it were, eyes and hands, muſt 
notoppreſle the feer. There is one fpirite,whichis, as 
it were, a {oule inthis body, which knitteth all the 
members thereof a great deale nearer, then the mem- 
bers of the naturall body are coupled with ioynts and 
finewes. There is one bope of owr calling, whereby wee Eph.4.16. 
are called toan inheritance inthe Kingdome of hea- 
ven.” There's ons Lord, wiwſe ſcruants wee all profeſſe 
our ſelues to be. And therefore, as they that ſerue one 
Maſter,and live in one houfe,ought nor to wrong one 
another: no more ſhould wee that would bee accoun- ag 
ted of Gods howſhold,offer iniury to our fellow ſernants, Mat 24.49 | 2 
There is one faith, whereby woe bpltine the ſame graci- 
ous promiſes of God for our comfort, There is one B 
ſme ,vherein wee all promiſed before the God of hea- 
uen,before eAngels and men, to renounce all the Eur- 
ſed deedes of darkenes, Laſt of all; thertis one God the 
Father of vs all; not onely by creation,as hee is alſo of the 
wicked and ynreaſonable creatures (in which reſpe&t 
Job calleth the crawling wormes hzs fiſters;) but chiefly, Tob.17.14. 
5 grace and regeneration,and wee all would beerepmmed 
is children, e isneuer a one of theſe binidi Gee e= proſunt lingu' 


uen ſingle by ix-{cifegar might bee of force to rye vs to la,multa nwac, 
E the 


1.Pet.z.r6, 
Gal.5.r;, 


Rom. 2.24» 
2.Sam.13.14. 
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the good behauiour eowards our brethren: bur all of ths 
laide together,cannot chufc,if there bee any ſpatke of 
grace,but mightily preuaile with vs. 

And therefore, to apply this in a word,it ſerueth to 
reprouc thoſe that breake all theſe bonds.S#/omon faith, 
4 threefold corde us not eaſily broken, But here is a greater 
corde ; here are firſt,as we haue heard,fourc arguments 
of brotherhood, thenghere are ſeven bonds of love, to tie 
and ynice ys in affection one towards another. And yet 
all theſe are not ſtrong enough. There are a number of 
falſe brethren in all the rrefpcts. Andit1shard co 
finde any in this age,that will not dve wrong and do harms 
enen to x ten brethren. So that as the Prophet ſayth, E- 
ery man muſt take beed of his neighbonr and not truſt in a- 

brother : for enery brother | will ſe deceit, and enery 
end will deale deceitfully ; and. enery one will deceine his 
friend and will not fladychocombefiralephon taxght their 
rongues to fpeakg lies fc. Yea, many are growne to that 
paſſe,that they will deceive their owne fathers, The fa- 
cred profeſhon of religion, which ought to bee the nea» 
reſt of all bonds, that heauen and earth canaffoorde, is 
violated and troden vnder foote, Yea,itis too cuident, 
that there are many, that vſe their profeſſion for « cloakg 
of malicionſneſſe. They thinke thatmen will the ſooner 
belicuc and credite for their profeſſion ſake, and 
fo by that meanes they doe the more dangerouſly dee 
ceive.And hereb aw to paile that the mouths 
of profane perſons are opened againſt them, and the 
holy name & Gofpell of God is dil! :for indeed there 
can no greater reproch redound to the Goſpell, then 
when they thar are the profeſſors of it, miake no con- 
ſcience of their dealing, According to that ſpeech of 
the Apoſtle ; The name of God is blafphemed among the 
Gemtiles throughyow.. And ſo Nathan tolde Daxid, that 
by that wicked: deed ofhis, fire had: canſed the enemres of 
God to blaiphemee; For whis is the property of the vug 


þ 
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ly, that vehatſeucr canfinde amifſe in aman that 
feſſerh religion,prelently they impure it to the pro- 

Fn on,and ro the re/igiex iticlte. And henceir is,that 

apts on the one fide,and «Atheiſts on the other hide, 
doe exclame againſt ys. Theſe are your profeſſors,theſe 
are yousBible-bearers,cheſe are they that will not miſle 
a Scrmon,and yer they will diiſemble 2s deepely, & vie 
as much bad dealing as other men, And doubtleſſe,, 
this is that which diſgraceth this famous Ciry;thatha- 
uing the Gefpelſo plencitully as they haue, and making 
ſuch a profeſſun of religion as generally they do,yer there 
is ſo little conſcience and equity in their dealing. And 
therefore, let them be exhorted in the feare of God, to 
walke anſwerably to their profeflion,that ſo,as the A- 
poſtle fayth, They may take away occaſion fron them that de %CX*.12, 
frre occaſion agaimit them, There is nothing in the world 
that ought to bee ſo deare ynto a Chriſtian man,no 
not his owne life,as the credite of the Gefbel, And 
therefore , as wee tender it,and would bee lothto ex- 
poſe it tocontewprt, by the {landerous reproaches of 
ETD he _ make conſcience of our* wayes; 

att at exill of 11, 4s of euill doers 4- 1-Per.3.16, 
ſhamed, — ſee our good —_ "in Chrif. 
And thus much ſhall ſuffice briefly to haue ſpoken of 
the firſt reaſon, in this word Brother, 

For the Lord i the er of all ſuch.) This is the ſe- 
cond reaſon, which is plainely expreſſed. And ir is 
taken from the vengeance of God, that they that will 
not bee drawne by loue, may be forced den And 
it is added by duc order to that which is ſupplyed 
out of the third verſe; namely, + i the will of God, 
that no man e or defrand bus brother : for the yen- 

nce of doth alwayes follow the violating of 

is will, Now it is to bee obſerued, that the e- 
poſfite doth-vic here the preſent time: becauſe the Lord 
not onely will bee, but alſo hath beenc in all the a- 
E 3 ges 


| 
| 
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s of the world, and ſtill is at this . the auenget 
ofall ſuch things. (3-4, => | 
From hence wee learne; that the. Lord will moſt 
furely puniſh all oppreſſion and fraudulent dealing,and 
all iniury that a man doth to his neighbour. The Scrip- 
ture is plentiful in the proofe of this point, Solomon ſaith, 
Rob not the poore, becauſe hee us poore,gc, For the Lord 
will defend their cauſe, and fþoyle the ſoule of thoſe that 
ſpoyle them, And the Lord gaue a firict charge to the 
people of /ſracl, and inforced it with a ſ{euere threat- 
ning: Yee ſhall not trouble any widdow nor fatherleſſe 
+4. Cild.1f thou vexe or trauble any ſuch,and ſo he call and.cry 
wuto me, I will ſurely heare bes ery.Then ſhall my wrath bee 
kindled,and [ will killyou with the ſword,and your wines ſhall 
be widdowes and your children fatherleſſe.Where wee ſee, 
that the Lord will pay them home in their owne kinde. 


Doltrine. 


Prou.22.3:.2 2 


Paliz.s, Andtothis purpo {aith the _—_ Danid; Now for the 
oppreſſion of the needy and for the ſighes of the poore,1 will vp; 


ayth the Lord,and will ſet at liberty him- whom. the wic- 
& 10.14- bed hathſnared. And in another place; Thou beholdeſs 
miſchiefe and wrong, that thou mayeit take the matter into 

thy hands : the poore committeth himſelfe unto thee : - f 
tho art the helper of the fatherleſſe. And the ; «Apoſtle 
ecſtifyeth, that it is a righteous thing with God, torecom- 
pence tribulation to them» that trouble you. With men 
Dat veniam many times they axe not puniſhed, the law taketh little 
coruis,vex3t holde of them.] hey breake through the lawes,as greas 
—_— _ flies ,doc through the cobwebbcs:. yea, ſuch is their 
Cicia Ver... power & might,that no man dare. call them into que- 
Col 4.1. tion; yea, men had rather indure .any thing, then 
(a)Quicquid complayne of their wrong and iniuries, ,Byt GOD 
avyobis minor ho is moſt iuſt, will revenge - all. iniuſtice: as the 


extimeſcit 

. » Apoſtle faythtocarthly Maſters;' Tee Maſters, doe vnto 
Maior hoc vo. <P% ye y mA | 
bis; Ws your ſeruants that which is init and equall, kyowing that yee 
minatur. alſo haue a Matter in heauen, ().S0 it may befayd to all 


Sen.in Thyelte orear perſons; See yer. offer no yiolenee;to thoſe thas 
| are 


are vnder you; for there is a greatet then you i brayen. 

According. to. that ſpeedh of Solameyr; Komeokie nat the Proig-ro;vnt, 
ancient bound, and enter notiyto the fields af the fatherleſſe : 

For bee that redeemeth them,3s. mighty, he will defend their (4) Non di-6. 
cauſe a ain#t thee. (a) A Father ({aith Bernard) Willnot mulatiniurjam 
diflemble the iniury thatis dove to hischilde :/ Much filiPacer., >, 


lefſe wil our heauenly Father put vp the wrorigs that 2* 9dvene. 


are done to his children, Doe not the teares runne downe Fr ag 2 


the widdowes cheekes? ({aith the wile man) and her CY) ts 
againit him that eauſed them : from her cheekgs dor they gee 
onto beanen,and the Lord which heareth them dothacrept 
them. There is fieuer a teare, which cruel Tyrants wring ; 
from theeyes of the poore, bur the Lord pwrrerh it inte Plal. 56.3, & 
his bottle, and in the end he will make it appeare, that 58. 21 
there is a God that indgeth the earth, Bur not todwell 
thus in the generall, let ys ſec how and by what mieancs 
the Lord doth revenge them-: ſurely the Lord hath ma- 
ny waypes<uen im this life ro take vengeance of oppreſ- 
fours and wrongfull dealers, And firſt of all, by the 
eurſes of the people that are oppreſſed by them : For if 
the peqple will curſe. him that withdraweth bus owne corne 1x3 Pro. 11. 26, 
the time of dearth;.much more they that by 'oppreffion 
take corne from the poore, ſhal bring many a bitter and 
beauy curſe vponthemſelues : but it may be they paſle 
not much for this ; The Foxe fareth beft when he is curſed, 
Therefore the Lord doth puniſh thera with infamy agd 
diſgrace, thattheir very'mames toe rot and ftinke, Their Pri; 10. 7. 
cruell and vnconſcionable' dealing openeth all mens ' 
mouthes againſt them, and miaketh euery body cry out 
on them :jt may be,, not to their faces,for it is like, they 
hauc trencher ſlaugs - yaow that flatter chem, and. gxtoll Turpe eſt, 
them.to.the'sky.: hut chey.cannpt walkganthe freeggs, monitfari dr, 
no nor-ride. in their Coaches, but they.axe, poynecdl a _ - dicter 
and rayted-ypon.. Butit max te they care not. mach for —_— 
this neyther,butrather doe boaft themſclues and glory (5) —_— 
10 it > (b)For what is diſgrace, ſolong a$40an hath his nummis? 
20.28 E 3 bag $ I. ſat.z, 


eA Sermon againſt Oppreſſion, 


nommos con. fore the Lord doth puniſh them ſometimes with pouer.. 
t&plor in arca, tie: that as thoſe. ſeven leane kine, which Pharaoh drea- 
Hort. lib. 1. med of, did cate vp the ſexen fat kire,and yer were nexthey 
_ | 20.41, J#{er nor fatter: So, though thoſe great oppreflours ,b 
= 5.19. Vidoing many, dewoure much ſubſtance : yer, by the 4 
hand of God vpon them, many times they are neuer the 
richer, And this the Lord threarneth by the P 
, ſaying; Woe be to thee that fpoyleft, and waft not ſpoyled,ehc. 
—_ Whew thou ſhalt ceaſe to ho hoohan ſhalt be Gotlel Chen thos . 
ſhalt make an end of doing wickedly, they ſhall doe wickedly 
Hab,2.7,8, 4£4iniF thee, And in another place: As in the Sca one 
ſh deuoureth another, and a greater commeth after 
and detoureth them both : So many times it commerh 
to paſſe, that they which take delight in ſpoiling others, 
become a prey to ſome that are mightier then them. 
ſelues. And this commonly befalleth them who haue 
beene inftruments of oppreſſion vnto other men, who 
Eveton,in in the end deale with them, as Vefpaſian did with his 
eius via, Officers; he vied them as ſpwnges to ſucke vp the ſub. 
Nance of the poore, and when they were full,he cruſhed 
them out into his owne veſſels. So true is that ſaying; 
(b) Non ha- {b) Baſely gotten gayne neuer commeth to —__ 
wo" ag; Somerimes the Lord puniſheth them with barren- 
has -"g neſſe, that they goe childlefſe to their graues, and 
Oud. Amor, though they gather a deale of wealth rogether by vn- 
conſcionable courſes, yet they haue no heyre to leaue it 
Ecdeſ.q,8. to when they haue done, Solomom hath a ſaying to this 
© © purpoſe: us one alone which hath neyther fonne nov 
brother, yet is there no end of all his tranell, neyther can his 
eye be ſatisfied with riches, neyther doth he thinke, For whom 
Plal.3g,6. doeTtraxell, ce. And David ſath; He diſquieteth himſclfe 
— be beapeth vp riches, and cannot tell who ſhall gather 
them. SOomc- 


and frandulent dealing. 3? 

' Lometimesthe Lord raketh them away by vatimely 

death. As Danid ſayth;T be blond-thirity and deceirfudl men PAl45.43- 
not line out halfe their dayes. And hcreof wee haue 

expericnce(as alſo of the former;) for wee ſee _ 

theſe vnconſcionable perſons, that care not how t 

oppreſſe and defraud others to -intich themfclues, D 

&s their full firength, as Job fayth, when their breibs | ave Tob.21. 23,24. 

full of milke and their bonts runne fidl of marrow.” * 
Sometimes they are puniſhed witha reprochful and 

ignominious deck ae poore people inſulring ouer 

—_ once they did ouer the King of Babe! when he 

was dead : They rooke vp this Pronerbe againſt hint and 

faid; How hath the oppreſſor ceaſed\ and the g | 

Babel refted\The Lord hath broken the rodde of the wicked, 

— of the —_— Aud —_——_— ts at = 
And i quitt,thty [ip for ior. And a little - 16,6, 

od, and 7h nanny {as yr alſo become 2s 

art thow become like vnto v?ce. Itis like they ſhall be 

buried with great ftate,and ſome clawbacke or other, 

m a fanerall ſermon,will not flicke ro commend. them 1ſa.z2,5. 

aboue meaſure, & rocull the niggard liberal, the churle 

bouniful! : but in. the —_clliude people will de- 

_ - wr whichis worſt'of all,chough as the Pro 

F. , ove downe to the grave with their weapons of Ezech. 33, ug. 

- wg joe miquity a their oppreſſion 1s in red " 


Somtitnes they are puniſhed in their poſterity,which 
for the moſt part come-to beggery. There is a fearefull 

faying inthe Prophefie of N, The Lim,ſayth the Nabum- 2,15, 

Prophet, did teare in peeces enough for his whelpes,. and _ 
worried for his Lionefſe and filled bis boles with prey, & bis 
demees with Foyle. But marke what followeth: Behold, 1 
come onto thee fayth the Lord, and I will burn her charrets 
3» the ſmoake,and the ſword ſhall denonre the young Lions 
Fwill cut off thy fpoyle from doen ratimbpae ice, 
. that tbougjr great men, like Lions {poyleand dewoure 
on 
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$2 eA Sermon againſt Oppreſſion, 
_ _ pneutery fide, yer their children ſhall be lictle beteerfor 
Iob.z7.13.14-3t. According to that which /ob faith; This i the/ portion 
of a wicked man with God,and the heritage of tyrants which 
they ſhall receine of the Almighty: If hus children be in gy 
wumber the ſword ſhall deſtroy thew,ard bu poſterity ſball not 
be ſat;sfied with bread;But it is worthy our obſeruation,to 
+: * 15.44] conkderwhatmeans theLordinhis prouidence victh 
to bring this to paſſe. Many times hee taketh away the 
couctous father, before his ſoune and heyre come to 
age, atleaſt before hee come to diſcreuon to mannage 
his eſtate;and then myyoung Maſter laſhethiz oug,and 
(a)- Quodcun. can {tend on no ground,(a)tillwith 2 forke he haue caſt 
——_—_—_ abroad al that his father gathered together with a rake. 
Juxu peiore - Wenecd nor goe farretor inſtances in this caſe. There 
refundit. bath been ſufhcient experience of it in this City, Haue 
Cludian, notyour eyes ſcenc mountaines of wealth heaped yp 
by vauiſt courſes Sodenly thawed away like yce before 
the ſunne,and meled like waxe, when it hath felte rhe 
heate of the fire? And this is that which is ſpoken in our 
Ma'e parts, common Proucrbe; Emil! gotten goods are exill Spent, Nay 
maledilabun. 2 ſaallthing that is euill gotten, will by the iuſt iudge- 
_ merit of God proue a canker ,to waſte ;and 'conſume a 
great drale that is well gotten. And though peraduen- 
wwre,this prouc not truc1n the firft keire;yet ſuch goods 
doe ſeldome continue to the third generation. 
Another puniſhment that God infliteth vponfuch 
perſons,is this, that their prayers-are mot heard, As the 
Lord himſelfe threatneth then: . Though yee make many 
prayers, I will not heare becauſe your bands are full of bloud. 
Eed.z4ots, And Siwach ſayth well to this purpole; When one prayeth, 
and angther curſeth nohoſe-vozce will. the Lord beare? How 
then can they looke tohaue therrprayers heard, when a 
great number of thoſe whom they haue opprefled, doe 
cry for yengeance againſt them? If aman ſhould come 
beforean carthly Iudge to craue fauour for himſelfe, & 
a multitude of poor men, with their way _— 
ſy O 


Raro gaudebig 
'ertius heres, 


Ifa.r.r5. 
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holldfall owtheir kneg before the Tadpe,& eortiplain 
poſit andiniafivsbe hath doneviro them, the 
CE cha renrers much tefle' can ſuch 

onk looke for any favour ar Gods hand  (6long as 

xh6 cty-of the isnhiscares, . 

2 Rad a<puniſhed with aguilry evaiſdd- dr 
efice,t46ge ayth well;They have gainein their gofers; Ly 
butloffe itfctieir conſcience; paine eh/a isvniuſtly arc 


_— ore * ſciemin, 

elnes wrat of wrath 8. —O - , 

peney'thar 1Þ 166804 vp-by romnles, ry pankF = 
ing with It in' theendd o#- horror of conſd- . 

ence. Theſe are the p wherewith God ta - 


keth vengeance on oppreflors and fraudulent perſons | 
in this rk AvRho ough it nes oy Dog th 
ſhouldWſeajie (all there is a worſe 
ter this gan! that is, t "Cha fall for 'euter bee exclu- * .Corusy i: 
ded our'sf the Kingdome ofheauch, And therefore let -. 
mee vſe that exhortation of the Prophet Dawid vnto ppy,co.22. 
them; | O conſider this, you that forget GodlJeſt he teare you. 
317 potees ord Made he dine 08: For as the eA- 
iy Its a « flrefull thing to full into the hayds of the Hebyt9.3 14 

{inee 

Mons rt may bee they willobie& : They hope to doe 
wellinough for all chis; They will doe fome doedes of 
Charity when they die: (they will build an HoSaatl or - 
at! "A/mes houſe,or forme way or other relieue the poore 
and thatfhall make amends forall. Bur ler all ſach per- 
ſons rene that the Propher maketh this a ſpecial pro- 
odly rnan, ro gine bis own bread to the  Execk aig, 
ape Hierom wettobſerueth, that the PY 
= Mencly lay hint read Jet me me RT. 


oppretfion arid vi work. 

iy A wee ny doc MESS be whoopprite” 
nero omni hc; tharofmuch t they (ay m0.1roemll 

uf the pore andthe Matſet may 243: 


mention 


34 eA Sermen againſt Oppreſſion, 
, mention of their names ainohgzhe dehefacvrs, ' They 
pleaſe themglues in the applauſe of the: Pepp'ts r_ 
| their conſcience ſtingerh and yexeth them wi - 
THO deny,burthe poore. may bemuch relieved & comp 
mY. fort db this means:but whether it will be acceptable 
Goda bat j3ahe quie&ior d-hakadwect 
Gong IGadyroeyitgh Dendanhbes, 
Fbenaay mn a! "laying _ h Thy; Gait reſfor, : atan viurer; I 
em an £ 
recieve = any mes the handeof 400 ilies,bur of chome,and 
tots ; therefore hee refuſed:touake a gift. —_— 
redolebant” feedeth pmonythe: hhey/apd nabamang an-lpeakesk 
Lilia manus 7... Plivioe. Secrndus though apbrarben s Oe 
We & propte-— auely concerning this point.,(d)Thepoare, 
rea reſpuebar ITY 8T fed like the whelpes of wilde beakts, 
munus cxillis, he, are notto be ifr moſt ACCEP = 
quipaſci inter. with bloud and mutther, Bur then 14-4 took ———_ 
; lilia conſueuit, 11s; to them that recthyue it, when! ;kno! r- 
. $4000 jnver ; that which is - gauen tO them , 15'A9F; + ax TOI 
ſpinas.in Cant; ls. VVherr a man ſhall thinke,, this 
Serm.7T, Jome body LEW r of themouthes of-mas- 
(b) Pau eres meatthatT eate, was taken, ou 7 ot 
notryr "ay fathetleſſe children: this. gowne or f hes = 
catuli ſan —_—_ abat I weare, Was. taken from the backs of —_ 
& czdibus thatprouided,. this harbour and lodging of 
neuviendic © © Aud hee tharpr cople out of dores; it can- 
guodque gra. mee, turned many poore peop iis. ao atbenalh is 
tafsimum eſt not bee fo' comfortable -vnto h Viaakgak "ag 
accipientibus , ould. And, therefore Solamon exhortet mor 
ſcient dari {bi he Lord; but,with their. 'qwne riches. , Andthe 
quod nemini "0#7 f cn-L0 /eaue flealing, ard to. works 
eſt ereptum, pojile would have m wiat is good Jthat they may hawe 
Trad with their bands the ws js Ea giuen.to the 
cn—_— 0 gine to bins that neetleth. That f - bug 
_ Gore muſt not bee gorren by, vnlaw FRY: eMy, 
ade, ; Eobopeſhlabour.z: fo eek Hark Gn 
Mag munus (62.0 What amgnnerol EE _ 


Eels _ made Ef wg labs feng 


«hrymisa,. 
hes 
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. - | ond fraudulent dealing. 35 
thit they h&d firſt receined all from God. 'Of thive owne- 1.Chr.29.14- 
band\fayth he have wee given thee, That which-men gine 
to God, they muſt firſt receiue'of Gods hand, and nor 
of the deuils hand, For if it be yniuſtly gotten, it is ſo 
farre. from pacitying, as it will rather prouoke the 
wrath-of -G O D- agiinft them, ynlefſe with good Lac.1g.8, 
Zachews they fuft make reſtitution, And therefore 
ro conclude this point; let meeſay vnto them, as Da- 
niel fayde to the King of Babylon; Let my connſell bee #c- D3%434 
ceptable wnto them, let them breakg off their ſinnes by righ= 
te . 4 
—_ hae tolde you before & 1eftified,) This latter 
reaſon 1s confirmed by the Apo#tles former teſtimony; 
he had before ſeriouſly reproued them for theſe fins, & 
had denounced the iudgements of God againſt the.Fr6 
this-copſtancy ofthe Apoſt/z,we that are the UMinifters 
ef the Word,aretaught;that we muſt not coldly and re-: | 
miſſly reprouemens ſins, but oppoſe rhe rhreatnings of 
the Word,& the vengeancg of God againft them. This ,, . 
the Lord c6manded the Propher Iſaiah;Cry aloud, ffare 59-1 
wor, tft op thy veyee ie atramper, & ſhewmy people thei 
maſon howſe of Iacob their fins. Mimiiters muſt. 
be(as Chr: ed James & lobn) B es, thatis, che Mar.3.7. 
fons of thunder: they muſt thunder and abecn againſt 
yngodlneſſe and finne. And therefore the Apoſtle gi- ,.  _ 
Timothews a (trait charge,thatin preaching of the's-Tim4-2: 
Word be improgee, rebuke, Arid he commandeth Titzs Ties 15, 
torebukz withall authority, And againe, hefayth ro 7h © 
motheus, Them that fine, rebukg openty, that the reſt may *T'9-5-30, 
feare:The reaſon is cuident. For ſuchis the dulnes of mes 
nature,that ofthemſclues they-are noraffeRed with 
fenſe of Gods mudgements:yea they are ſo blinded wi 
ſelfe loue,& fo hardned with the deceirfulnes of finne, 
_ tharwillingly they wil aot acknowledge themſchues to 
be finners. And therefore, the Minifter muſtpull the vi-- 
zaxd from their faces, A WI Gads lavy 
971 2 


before 


e A Sarma qyainit Oppreſſon, 
> ; before themwhegber MD na;that fot 
ſee theix (nnes,ang.the I —_—_ pane thamThus 
dd the Propher Niuchaw with: Dowtkivhan hos lo in hin 
fa fora time without repenance;he tellesþ biap plojne> 
3.$am.19.7,8 g, 1y,Thas art the mangousardihus hath God hlefſed thee; 
; 9, and thus and thus haſt thaw rewarded hiny &rtherefore, 
” thuncnd thus will the Lord be xequer ged of thee. And 
thus did the eMpoſt/e Peter with: thoſe ſecure'&' cazeles 
- Jewes who for the ſpace of fifty dayes were not fo much 
as once touched for their Ginghe laboureth to-comnec 
their conſciences,that they bad imbrued their hands in 
the bloud of the ſonne of God,,' — 
Vie y This doctrine hath a twofold yſc. Fir, infront to 
: reproue thoſe flattering Adrnibers, who. __ 
Ia.z0.10, pleaſing and ſavocth ahi antbgpmgl egy 
A of 6e7 without RY WMenriondg is; 
_ 4 EE EONS 29:the Prophes, 
: = 9. ro Ec them-fleepemore-fecuredy- 10 - their: 
1Thell2/5. fins. The Apoitle Par tooke anothes: conic with this: 
'* * people;forhe taketh way ac dof” Ars hee 
ener 7 agur5. 45 er $'& 
carruptians, which the Coroubines bad into the 
7,Conpreus. Koda Sapger mag to you? fo pm 9r'e Yo 
ous this>F prayſeyonvat - whereupon, one, thaugh . o- 
_ hy 2+ Jemiſo mee Fob beſt,fayde very: well; [They ace 
quadagef.'  *Miniſters of Savan that: mm peaceteamicked: 
+: - 1, [man withoutrepensacr. Audit iv the greacefededcining] 
that can be, toltcurcamanthar h itz che-ftare ob 
* 'finne. 


Ezech.13.1$. 


Vie 2. Secondbt,a Geimaiic — ſuch Freancrs of the | 


word, as cannot: enduve: wr Kata rara9r) 
_ nouncethtatnings of Godsw 
Ezech.12.160. finnes, Se hongas thc Af; 
Jer.6.14.15. | fo gashe ved 
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chey will pue chem 4plnade ro-continicinthem pes 
it1may be, lhe wv rbhenigochbe fare exercife of ryory 1.Pet 4,4. 
hee is Preackevfor their: tooth, thewrhey lawe him 87 
commend himp : but if inccemfcicnceof his duery; hee 
will.rehuke rheac/havpoly and nor thews no:ſcarce,” then Leu 19.17, 
eheporyour.of harty 43-thepsdhullc the Prophes [rremy to "Oo 


be — nautheth at Frinew) , 

earth. Thus dick «Fhab with Alichainb; There 12: (lapih ;neg.12,8, 

he} axotber. Ptaphir:, but: 7 hate. biz; for bee doths wor yro- 

poof gear ontome;Sutenill 1 cant nenet; heare hun, bur 
actxeth,mebe iSabbayecrellimgmeofmyſmnes.And 

the4peſtir faythl hhat the: Gaboions accoumed! but 

choirewenc, rheeralderthem the truth, Yeaif i Gal.qas, 
e they nilkfindefome. caudL orocher againſt Ef 

vheir dactrine, that forhey may accuſe them as enemies 

totho Stave, As: Anwafrab that: falſe: Dropher complays 

ned of boner, thavbayhad canſprred wganrit che King; of Amos.7,10, 

et the land war nes able>m/beare ber ward). And iftheir was 

words wall fjerue, bee, ſhalt hardly eſcape: without vio- 

lence. Au/rrabaon. when the Propbe thearned Gods 

iudgeraentsSagainiihins forhrs: alarms; bee cryed, Lay Reg! 314% | 

holde on him tend Anegfpalriaydertoanodeer Prophet in OY 

the like caſe, Flaw they waderber the Kings Connſeller ? 

ceaſe hy ſhould they ſmite thee?But this is a more grieuous 

finne, then men are aware of. Solomon ſayth, A man that = | 

hardneth his necke when hee is rebukgd, ſhall ſuddenly bee de- © 0390+ 

frtroyed,and cannot be cured. And doubtleſle, the time wil 


come,that th all[Furfe chrinF, char ger they gaue 
credite to fla ng Fee hery. AfchdElprrch complai- 
neth inthe L by” rMbets looked out 


waine and fooliſh things for thee, they hae not diſconered Tamentt,ty, 
thine iniquity, to turne away thy captinity, &c. Confeſſing, 
that if their Prophers had dealt fincerely with them, 
and brought them to the fight of their finnes, they 
had repented of them, and fo had not gone into cap- 
tiuity, Nay, it is the greateſt token of Gods anger that 


F 3 can 


38 eA Sermon againft Oppreſſion, 
can be;when he ſendeth ery 8 aR9 Agee a vnty 
Hol.g.7. a people; As the Propher plaidely theweth ; 7, s of 
Uifrtation,{aith he,art come, the-dayes of recomience are 
come; 1ſrael ſhallknow it . Andbecauſe the —_— might 
obiet; Our Prophets'telkvs othierwiſc, they perſwade 
vs,that Gad is atvercifulliGadg>and rhat having ſer. his 
loue vpor ve, te. make.wshispeculiar people, bee will 
not thus reieet. and caſt ys off: Therefore the;Pfopher 
meeteth with themin the next words,Dorh your Pro 
Zanch.inlocg. phet,layth he, tell you ſo? then the Prophet ts afoole,” and 
the man of the fþirit,(that is,the falſe.Prophet, that boa 
ſterh he hath the ſpirit of God, arid. that hee ſpeaketh 
by it) z5 mad; And whereas they might obie&furthet; 
Why then” doth the Lord ſend: vs\{nch Prophets? He 
an{wereth, that for the multitude of their iniquities, there« 
fore the hatred of God is great againſtthem_-, And theres 
fore,to {hur-yp all in' a word,Ict'ys beperſwaded to fof- 
Ueb.13.2%. #7 the words af exhortation. '\nd howſocuer ir rnay bee 
harſh and ynpleaſing at thefirſt, yer if cuer it pleaſe 
God tobring y tore _— —_ vr 
: ſayth; Hee that rebuketh a man, 
Pco,28.230 7: more fauonr at the laſt,then _ | 
| flattereth with his tougue., 
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